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I 
t’s hard to believe it’s 
already October! I am 
looking forward to 

some nice fall weather as 
well as watching some 
football games.  
 With school back in full-
swing, I’m sure everybody 
has noticed there are a lot 
of kids out and about. 
Please be cautious driving 
through the neighborhood 
and make sure you’re fol-
lowing stopped school bus 
laws. I’ve also heard there 
is overcrowding on the 
middle school bus, so 
hopefully that’s being  
addressed. I suppose 
that’s one negative about 
living in a wonderful 
neighborhood in a great 
school district. 

 As for the HOA, we’ve 
been busy attending to 
some Mother Nature is-
sues. We recently had  
the entrance surveyed to 
gain better clarity on 
property ownership. Re-
cent storms took down 
quite a few trees. 
 Additionally, we’re dis-
cussing plans for the Main 
Park to get rid of vines 
that have a stronghold on 
some trees as well as ad-
dressing the spread of the 
bamboo on the Nature 
Trail. We’ve approved to 
start work, but there’s a 
pretty big expense to com-
plete it all. 
 Feel free to contribute 
any feedback you have 
via email or attend the up-

coming monthly or annual 
meeting. 
 As always, we encour-
age all Atlantis homeown-
ers to attend our monthly 
Board meetings to observe 
the latest discussions. If 
you have any topics that 
you’d like to discuss, 
please be sure to send 
them to us in advance. We 
meet on the 1st Thursday 
of every month at Christ 
Our Anchor Church just off 
Green Holly Drive. The 
board can also be reached 
by emailing to: 
atlantishoa@gmail.com. 
 Thank you for being 
awesome, 

Conor McManus 
President 

HAVE HALLOWEEN FUN ON OCT. 20!  

T 
he spookiest time of year  
is almost here!  
 Mark your calendar for 
the annual Halloween  

parade and party in the Main Park on 
Saturday, Oct. 20. The rain date is 
Oct. 21. Parents, don your costumes, 
too, and bring your ghouls and super  

heroes to the Tot Lot 
at 2 p.m. for a group 
photo before the pa-
rade. Bring treats to 
share. Costumed, 
leashed pets are 
welcome, too. Have a 
boo-tiful time! 

mailto:atlantishoa@gmail.com
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Minutes of past meetings are listed in back 
issues of the Ahoy and online 

at www.atlantishoa.org.  

   
Sept. 6, 2018 

 

Board Members Present: Elizabeth Cologer, 
Cherie Loustaunau, Christy McDaniel and Conor 
McManus; Steve Gindes gave his proxy to Conor 
McManus prior to the meeting. 

 

Homeowners Present: Glenn McCarty and 
Mr. Swartzell. 

 

Welcome: Conor McManus opened the  
meeting at 7:01 p.m. There was not a quorum of 
board members. 

 
Minutes: No copy of The Ahoy! was available; 
approval of minutes was tabled. 

 
Financial Report: Steve Gindes had  
provided copies of the financial report. Board 
members reviewed this data. 

 

Bat Houses: Although many generous  
donations were received by the Girl Scout who 
provided the bat houses to the neighborhood, 
there was a $90 deficit. The board had previously 
said members would consider a donation. Due to a 
lack of quorum, no motion was put forward.  
 Elizabeth Cologer asked that an article be  
provided to The Ahoy! about the houses and the 
benefits of bats. (See page 4.) 

 
Entrance Survey Plat: The stakes were placed 

and the report is expected soon. 
 
Landscaping Quotes: The Board discussed 
the quotes involved with clearing the vines and the 
bamboo in the large park. Given the lack of a  
quorum, no motion was put forward. This may 

influence the timing of the work being done, since 
the eco-goats do not work in cold weather. 

 

Walk-Through Request: The Board received 
complaints about the overgrown lawns and  
conditions of two homes. Members will conduct a 
walk through to see if letters are warranted. 

 
Volunteer Position: There is a need for  
someone to chair the Halloween event. 

 

Chair’s Discretion:  
 

 ALUMINUM FENCE ─ A homeowner on  
Barracuda Cove Court requested approval to 
install an aluminum fence. This would replace 
an existing wood fence. Installation of this type 
of fence would be a departure from previous 
variance requests. The homeowner was asked 
to provide a plat map and pictures of the pro-
posed fence so that it can be discussed when 
there are more Board members present. 

 
 THEFTS ─ There were thefts from vehicles in 

the neighborhood during the past week. The 
Board reminds all residents to lock their  
vehicles, make sure valuables are out of sight, 
be vigilant and report any unusual activity to 
the police. 

 

Adjournment: The meeting ended at 7:35 p.m. 
 

THE AHOY!  —  Board Meeting Minutes 
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Oct. 4, 2018 
 

Board Members Present: Elizabeth Cologer, 
Steve Gindes, Phil Graham, Cherie Loustaunau, 
Christy McDaniel, Mark Murray and Blair Petersen. 
 

Homeowners Present: Glenn McCarty,  
Debbie McDaniel-Shaughney and Mr. Swartzell. 
 

Welcome: Steve Gindes opened the meeting at 
7:01 p.m.  
 

Minutes: Christy McDaniel moved to approve 
the July and August minutes as published in the 
August Ahoy! Newsletter. Phil Graham seconded 
and the motion carried. 
 

Financial Report: Steve Gindes provided cop-
ies of the financial report. Board members re-
viewed this data. 
 There was a discussion on many aspects of the 
budget, including adding some money to the legal 
category and adding a category for the Capital 
Grounds Expenses of $25,000 as an upfront ex-
pense and then several $1,000s each year after. 
These costs are necessary to curtail the bamboo in 
the Main Park that is coming from the Cape and to 
save the trees from being killed by heavy vine 
growth.  
 The Board agrees that the maintenance of the 
Main Park is a net good for the neighborhood and 
that the money is well worth spending to maintain 
this property. There has been neglect of the area 
for several years. 

Annual Meeting: The Board will have a Board 
meeting at 7 p.m. Nov. 1 prior to the 8 p.m. Annual 
Homeowners Meeting. 
 

Fence Variance: Last month, there was a request 
to install an aluminum fence on Barracuda Cove 
Court. This would replace an existing wood fence. 
Installation of this type of fence would be a departure 
from previous variance requests. The homeowner 
was asked to provide a plat map and pictures of the 
proposed fence so that it can be discussed when 
there are more Board members present. 
 The homeowner provided all of the requested 
information to the Board. Blair Petersen moved to 
approve this variance, Christy McDaniel seconded. 
The motion carried with one abstention. 
 

Halloween Parade & Decorating Contest: 
The neighborhood Halloween event will take place 
Oct. 20. The Board thanks the people who stepped 
forward to volunteer. The Board would like to repeat 
the Halloween decorating event that was held last 
year. A volunteer judge is needed. Winners will be 
announced at the Annual Meeting on Nov. 1. 
 

Volunteers: There are still volunteer positions 
open, including a member-at-large position on the 
Board. 
 

Adjournment: Christy McDaniel moved to  
adjourn and Mark Murray seconded. The meeting 
ended at 7:45 p.m. 

THE AHOY!  —  Board Meeting Minutes 

 

TRICK OR TREAT HOURS & BEST HALLOWEEN HOUSE CONTEST 

O 
ur costumed kids are welcome to trick or 
treat in the neighborhood at houses with 
their front porch light on from 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 31. Motorists — be  

extremely careful during these hours! Interested in 
being a volunteer judge for Best Halloween House? 
Email the Board at atlantishoa@gmail.com, talk to 
a Board member or call 410-758-8833. 

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2018 



THE AHOY!  • P.O. BOX 844 / ARNOLD MD 21012 • COMMUNITY LINE 410-757-8833 

ATLANTIS COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER, PAGE 4 
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ATLANTIS HOA MEETING DATES 

T 
he Atlantis HOA Board of Directors meets on the first 
Thursday of every month at 7 p.m. at Christ Our An-
chor Presbyterian Church at 1281 Green Holly Drive. 
 Upcoming meeting dates are: Nov. 1, Dec. 6 and 

Jan. 3. The Annual Homeowners Meeting will take place Nov. 1 
at 8 p.m. in the same location. The Board meeting that day is at 
7 p.m.  

Please support your community — join us Nov. 1! 

WE’RE GOING BATTY! 
 Atlantis Bat Houses Ready for Winged Residents 

Girl Scout Cecilia Gazelle recently 
finished her Gold Award, thanks 
in part to Atlantis homeowners. 
She submitted this article to The 
Ahoy newsletter. 

M 
y Gold Award  
Project is three bat 
houses: one at the 
Pier, one at the Tot 

Lot and one at the Main Park. 
These are meant to benefit the 

community in ways such as  
decrease mosquito and bug pop-
ulations and positively affect the 
plant life in the community. 
 I hope bats start to live in the 
houses and make the places we 
spend time with friends and 
family more enjoyable with less 
bugs. With this decreased mos-
quito population, hopefully the 
Atlantis Homeowners Associa-
tion will not have to pay for 
spraying at the parks and pier, 
which will save the community 
money that can be put toward 
other things. 
 Thank you to the Homeown-
ers Association, 84 Lumber and  
Appraisal Solution for their  
generous donations to my pro-
ject. I couldn't have done this 
project without them.  
 

Thank you! 

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2018 

SANTA RUN 
SUNDAY, DEC. 9 

 
Santa arrives at the Tot Lot on a 
fire truck! Bring an unwrapped 
toy to donate, take a photo with 
Santa and get a tasty candy cane 

treat. Time TBA. 
Watch for signs 
posted at the 
Tot Lot! 
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2019 ATLANTIS BUDGET OPTIONS 
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LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE CORNER 

 

T 
he advice on preparing your garden for the 
winter used to be to tidy it all up: cut plants 
back to the nub, cover the gar-
den with a layer of mulch, 

rake away dead leaves and haul them 
away. “Tidying up” the garden during 
the fall continues to be an annual habit 
for many of us. But this year, consider 
leaving some of those dead flower 
stalks standing over the winter.  
 Why? It turns out that leaving per-
ennial grasses and plants standing over 
the winter supports all sort of 
good activity by beneficial insects 
and pollinators. 
 Some of Maryland’s butterfly 
species migrate to warmer  
locations, but many overwinter 
right here and will survive in our 
gardens if their habitat is left un-
disturbed.  
 The Baltimore Checkerspot 
butterfly hibernates as a caterpil-
lar, spending the winter rolled 
into a fallen leaf or inside the 
seed pod of a host plant. The chrysalis of the Swallow-
tail butterfly will overwinter hanging from dead plant 
stems or tucked into leaf litter. 
 Adult butterflies will survive by finding dry shelter 
in leaf litter, under tree bark, and in rock fissures.  
 Ladybugs and other beneficial insects that eat pests 
overwinter in leaf litter or at the  

 
base of their host plants. These beneficial bugs thrive 
when there is a diversity of plants, including native 

plants, and when their 
habitat is left undis-
turbed. Bees of all 
varieties – the larvae, the 
eggs, and the bees – may 
overwinter in the hollow 
stem of a bee balm plant 
or an ornamental grass. 
All native bees are polli-
nators and we help them 
survive by letting the 
dead flower stalks stand. 

 One of my favorite sights is to  
see the tiny yellow Goldfinches 
landing on the spent plants of my 
Black-eyed Susans. So light that 
they barely bend the plants, the 
birds pick off the seeds and flit 
away again. I am happy to leave 
those seed pods standing for the 
sake of those tiny birds. 
 So take it easy this year on the 
leaf blower. Save your garden 

cleaning zeal for April. Think of something else to do on 
these beautiful fall days! 
 

─ Virginia Burke 
Landscaping committee member 

Not So Fast with the Shears & Leaf Blowers! 
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