
I 
t’s hard to believe 
that the end of sum-
mer is near and kids 

are preparing for the 
start of school. Although 
summer typically seems 
to go by fast, this year 
seemed especially quick 
for some reason. Hope-
fully, everybody was 
able to fit in some vaca-
tion and family time, 
while trying to avoid this hot and humid climate. 
  Welcome to all of the new families that have joined our lovely community 
over the past few months. It seems as though our playgrounds and pier are 
seeing a lot of traffic, which is a great way for meeting neighbors. As always, 
please be sure to keep them clean and better than they were on your arrival. 
  Speaking of some of our new neighbors, two of them have stepped up to 
take on some of our volunteering opportunities. Elizabeth Littell is taking 
on the Welcoming Committee responsibilities. Katie Ellise is taking on the 
Halloween parade this year, which is always a good time for the kids in the 
neighborhood. Thank you both for stepping up and helping out the commu-
nity! 
  As always, we encourage all Atlantis homeowners to attend and partici-
pate in our monthly Board meetings. It's a great forum to make your voice 
heard and to work together to improve our community. We meet on the 1st 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at Christ Our Anchor Church just off Green 
Holly Drive. You can also reach the board by email: atlantishoa@gmail.com. 
  Thank you for always improving our community, 
 
Conor McManus 
President 
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July 7, 2016 
 

Board Members Present: Elizabeth Cologer, Steve 
Gindes, Conor McManus, Christy McDaniel, Debbie 
McDaniel-Shaughney, Mark Murray and Blair Pe-
tersen. Cherie Loustaunau of the Landscaping Com-
mittee was also present. 
 
Meeting Called to Order: Conor McManus called 
the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Financial Report: Steve Gindes presented the fi-
nancial report. Board finances are in good shape. All 
homes, except the three that are in the hands of the 
lawyer, are paid up to date. The last payment for the 
playground equipment in the big park was made.  
 
Welcoming Committee: The Welcoming Commit-
tee still needs a chair. Debbie McDaniel-Shaughney 
will put another notice in the Ahoy! 
 
Halloween Parade: Two new residents, Katie and 

Emili, have volunteered to chair the Halloween Parade. 

 
Playground Camera: Blair Petersen presented  
his research on cameras for the Tot Lot and the big 
park. He has found a camera that fits the needs and 
the budget previously established. He will order the 
cameras and install them when they arrive. 
 
Chair’s Discretion: 
 

 Yard of the Month — The Yard of the Month 
sign has been found and given to the Commit-
tee. They can begin to award the Yard of the 
Month. 

 Chemical Sprays — Steve Gindes will contact 
Exterior Image to make sure that they are not 
applying herbicides and pesticides to the new 
garden area. 

 Video — Conor McManus will put a link on the 
website to a video about Bay Wise Gardening. 
Debbie McDaniel-Shaughney will mention this 
in the Ahoy! 

 Additional Plants — Elizabeth Cologer moved 
to spend an additional $50 for the garden to 
replace a plant and allow some fill-in plants to 
be purchased that were not covered by the Uni-
ty Garden Grant. An addition to the budget will 
be made to cover the expenses next year. 

 
Adjournment: Mark Murray moved to adjourn the 

meeting, Elizabeth Cologer seconded. The meeting 

was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

Aug. 4, 2016 
 

Board Members Present: Elizabeth Cologer,  
Steve Gindes, Conor McManus, Phil Graham and 
Debbie McDaniel-Shaughney. Three homeowners 
were present. Cherie Loustaunau, chair of the 
Landscaping Committee was also present. 
 
Meeting Called to Order: Conor McManus called 
the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
 
Financial Report: Steve Gindes presented the fi-
nancial report. Board finances are in good shape. 
 
Welcoming Committee: Elizabeth Littell volun-
teered to chair the Welcoming Committee. Conor 
McManus will put her in touch with the previous 
chair to exchange information. 
 
Halloween Parade: Two new residents, Katie and 
Emili, have volunteered to chair the Halloween Pa-
rade. An announcement will be in the next issue of 
the Ahoy! 
 
Playground Camera: Blair Petersen will order the 
cameras and update the board when they arrive. 

Continued on page 3 
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ATTEND HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
MEETINGS 

 

JOIN US AT Christ Our Anchor Church at 7 p.m. to share con-
cerns, ideas and questions.  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: SEPT. 1 ● OCT. 6 ● NOV. 3 ● DEC. 1 

 

Happy Halloween: Help Plan a Howling Good Parade 

 

Join our lead Halloween volunteer Katie Ellise in giving the kids in our 
neighborhood a festive Halloween parade to remember. Help pick the 
date, time, age group, parade route and activities. Email Katie at 
katie.ellise@gmail.com to join the planning party.  

  THANKS FOR STEPPING FORWARD, KATIE! 

 
Continued from page 2 
 
Landscaping Committee: Cherie Loustaunau  
provided copies of the report and final budget 
that she is presenting to Unity Gardens. More peo-
ple to help water the garden are needed.  
 She will inquire with Unity Gardens if the com-
munity is allowed to plant spring bulbs in the 
area, even though they are not native species, in 
order to give some spring color to the entrance. 
 
Chair’s Discretion:  
 
 Phil Graham spoke about 

some No Swimming and No 
Diving signs that he wants 
to place on the Community 
Pier so that they are visi-
ble. The signs are only $10 
each. He volunteered to 
move the one sign that is 
down at the pier to a more 
visible and prominent loca-
tion and to move the sign 

that says the pier closes at dusk to a more 
visible location. 

 A homeowner present at the meeting spoke 
about the need for peo-
ple to make sure that 
their gutters are drain-
ing properly and that 
they are getting rid of 
any standing water in 
their yards to help fight 
the mosquitos. 

 Much of the mulch at the pier pathway was 
washed away in a recent storm. Steve Gindes 
will contact Richard’s Tree Care to see about 
getting a load of mulch delivered. 

 Conor McManus will help remove a dead 
branch from the tree in the tot lot. 

 
Adjournment: Elizabeth Cologer moved for 
adjournment at 7:40 p.m. Debbie McDaniel-
Shaughney seconded and the meeting adjourned. 

 
 

CELEBRATE LABOR DAY! 

mailto:katie.ellise@gmail.com
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Get Bay-Wise! 
Learn more about bay-wise gardening in our county at 

www.baywise.weebly.com. The bay-wise yardsticks there offer easy-to-follow 
steps. Check out the video there, too! Happy gardening! 

C 
ongratulations to Francis Sileo of 918 
Marine Drive, who was selected as the Au-
gust winner of the Yard of the Month 

Award. An Atlantis resident for about 16 years, 
Francis exchanged a small rooftop garden in New 
York City for his ever-evolving Bay-friendly yard 
and gardens. 
 Highlights cited by the judges include the 
yard’s variety of perennials and shrubs, a pleasing 
blend of color, four-season visual interest and 
plenty of food and habitat for butterflies, bees, 
birds, skinks and more. 
 A four-season perennial garden on the right side 
of the yard currently showcases masses of Black-Eyed 
Susans and Purple Coneflowers, a mason bee house 
and post with holes drilled into it to provide addition-
al cavities for this super pollinating, gardener-friendly 
native bee. The males are non-stinging and females 
sting only if trapped or squeezed. 
 

 To the left of his drive are four varieties of blue-
berry bushes, which are a favorite habitat of skinks. 
The bushes produce berries from spring through late 
summer. Concrete pavers buried on their side frame 
the bushes and keep the soil acidic for these acid-
loving shrubs.  
 A nearby bed of tomato plants, herbs and vegeta-
bles are surrounded by Marigolds. The cheery annuals 
keep pests at bay, eliminating the need for pesticides, 
he said. 
 Did you see the yard this spring? That season 
brings blooms from 500 daffodils and several varieties 
of Louisiana and Siberian Iris. Daylilies and wildflower 
mixes take over in early summer. Next year, watch for 
his newly planted lily trees to replace this year’s sun-
flowers. 
 Each fall, Francis lets the coneflowers and Black-
Eyed Susans go to seed on the flower stalks. These 
provide food for Goldfinches and other seed-loving 
birds. 
 A flowering shrub beside the driveway and a 
dwarf lilac are among several nesting sites for Cardi-
nals and Robins. Three nests graced his yard this sum-
mer, Francis reported. 
 The soft lawn is another ongoing project. Francis 
continues to plant plugs of Zoysia grass because it is 
slow growing and drought resistant. He doesn’t even 
mind the sprinkling of clover popping up between the 
plugs because bees love the blooms and they add ni-
trogen to the soil! 

 
 Francis received a $50 gift card to Home Depot for 
winning Yard of the Month. Judging for the September 
winner will take place the last week of August. Good 
luck! 

YARD OF THE MONTH: 918 MARINE DRIVE 


